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T he Sirius station devoted to Frank Sinatra croons in 
the dark house — the lamps are set to switch on at 
other times — that stands along a dirt road in rural 

Levy County.
 “Make it one for my baby,” Ol’ Blue Eyes sings, “and one 
more for the road.”
 At the sun-lit kitchen table, Bud Shipbaugh, a 94-year-old 
with plenty on top for a high-and-tight haircut, mostly bypasses 
the formalities and goes straight into his reverence for big-band 
music, like that of Harry James, Tommy Dorsey and the rest.
 The last time Shipbaugh danced to such music was at the 
Hollywood Palladium in Hollywood, California, in 1942, when 
he was 20. The child of the Great Depression had been carried 
to the West Coast from his hometown of Navarre, Ohio, by a 
storm that had fl ooded the world with oppression, violence 
and destruction.
 Shipbaugh is a member of a group that fought against that 
storm: the fascism and genocide in Europe and Japan’s impe-
rialism in the Pacifi c. By the day, these World War II veterans 
become all the more special because of their dwindling num-
bers, estimated by the Department of Veterans Affairs to be at 
roughly 850,000 from the original 16 million who served.
 As a newly enlisted Marine, Shipbaugh’s fi rst international 
role in the war was a stop in New Zealand, which was fol-
lowed by Guadalcanal, the South Pacifi c island in the Solomon 
archipelago that, along with neighboring smaller islands, saw 
the fi rst major offensive launched by the Allies against Japan 
during World War II.

 Though Shipbaugh arrived on Guadalcanal after the land 
battle had been won — at a cost of 1,600 U.S. soldiers on the 
ground and many others in the air and at sea — he would have 
his turn at battle, indeed three times, before his two years of 
service in the Pacifi c were over.
 “If you’ve never been in war — and I hope you never have to 
be — it’s a bitch,” he said. “You’re scared. You don’t want to do 
this. You don’t want to do that. But you do it, and don’t ask me 
what motivates you ‘cause I don’t know.
 “Sometimes, I was scared beyond you wouldn’t believe, but 
I still had all my senses and my faculties and I did what I was 
told to do.”
 Though he enlisted in August 1942, the same month the 
Guadalcanal campaign commenced, combat wouldn’t come 
his way until November 1943. The private fi rst class, and later 

corporal, had trained on South Carolina’s Parris Island and 
in California, New Zealand and Guadalcanal. He was a BAR 
(Browning automatic rifl e) man in a scout company meant 
for front-line reconnaissance in the Third Marine Division’s 
Third Tank Battalion.
 On the way to his fi rst combat mission aboard a ship from 
Guadalcanal in November 1943, he didn’t have the slightest idea 
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of the destination, which ended up being a place later nick-
named by historian Harry Gailey as “the forgotten campaign.”
 Bougainville Island, the northwest most island for the Allies 
to capture in the Solomons, came ready with a strategic airfi eld 
and would help in attacking Rabaul, a city in neighboring Papua 
New Guinea that housed a major Japanese air and naval base.
 Shipbaugh arrived at Bougainville on Nov. 11, 1943, 10 days 
after the Allies’ fi rst landings. He described the island as a 
“hell of a mess” when he arrived, not because of the Japanese 
but because of the jungle and swamp that turned any advance 
into one of wading and chopping.
 In his time on Bougainville, scouting the front lines with 
others from his company, Shipbaugh ran into Japanese fi ght-
ers twice. The fi rst was uneventful because as soon as Ship-
baugh and the others saw the Japanese, the Americans took 

off and reported the enemy position to their commanders.
 “We didn’t get in fi refi ghts because colonel said don’t get in 
any fi refi ghts,” Shipbaugh recalled. “You report back, and we’ll 
send people that it’s their job to go get ‘em.”
 The Japanese position was shelled relentlessly, and when 
Shipbaugh returned the next day, all that was left were 
mangled trees.
 The second enemy encounter happened as Shipbaugh 
and six others were walking along a trail, and a machine gun 
opened up. They scattered, uninjured, and again reported the 
position. A combat company went out to face the Japanese 
there, but Shipbaugh never found out what happened.
 He remained on the island for almost two months, leaving 
in January 1944, but enemy forces wouldn’t be fully expelled 
from Bougainville until August 1945, the last month of the war. 

“I wouldn’t share nothing for a long, long time, and I still don’t tell 
everything. I keep a lot of stuff to myself that doesn’t need to be told — 
how I feel and what I saw and what happened. I’m selfi sh.”
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The battle claimed 423 Marines and many Australians.
 Shipbaugh returned to Guadalcanal for about six months be-
fore moving out in July 1944 to the next island: Guam. This time, 
he landed on the fi rst day of the battle, in the third or fourth wave.

 The Higgins boats weren’t able to carry troops all the way 
to shore because of coral, so Shipbaugh had to wade through 
the ocean under mortar fi re that splashed water around him, 
the constant sounds of explosions fi lling the air.
 He said he didn’t record too much of the peripheral in his 
memory, though, because of his focus on getting off the beach 
and digging in.
 Shipbaugh didn’t encounter any enemy fi ghters during the 
landings and, like on Bougainville and despite being there for 
the whole 21-day battle, mostly avoided them all together.
 The closest he came to the Japanese was when he and 
another soldier were asked to guard two prisoners, workers in 
their 20s who were drafted and weren’t given weapons. The 
other soldier told a translator to ask the Japanese men if they 
had families, and one said yes, a wife and two children.
 Shipbaugh remembered this as the fi rst time he’d human-
ized the Japanese. “And I thought, ‘Well hell, they’re the same 
as we are,’” he said. “We do not realize that other countries are 
sometimes like ours. We don’t realize that everybody isn’t as 
bloodthirsty as other people.”
 In the three weeks of fi ghting, Guam claimed about 1,700 
U.S. lives.
 Shipbaugh’s fi nal time in battle was on perhaps the most 
infamous island in the Pacifi c front: Iwo Jima. He arrived early 
on Feb. 23, 1945, four days after the fi rst landing waves and a 
few hours before Joe Rosenthal captured his iconic photo of 
the American fl ag being raised on Mount Suribachi.

LEFT: Shipbaugh holds a photo — one of only two relics he has from the 
war — of himself and other Marines on the island of Bougainville.
RIGHT: Shipbaugh points to himself in the other relic, another group 
photo taken on Bougainville.
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 Like many Marines there, Shipbaugh didn’t see the event: “I 
wasn’t worried about that fl ag, my friend; I was worried about 
my butt. I was digging in.”
 Other than a mortar shell landing a short distance from his 
foxhole, his nearly two months on Iwo Jima were uneventful, 
at least in the sense of enemy encounters and from what he’s 
willing to discuss.
 “I wouldn’t share nothing for a long, long time, and I still 
don’t tell everything,” the career plumber, pipefi tter and welder 
said, revealing this is only his third interview. “I keep a lot of 
stuff to myself that doesn’t need to be told — how I feel and what 

I saw and what happened. I’m selfi sh.”
 In the end, the month-plus-long 
battle of Iwo Jima claimed about 6,800 
U.S. lives.
 Shipbaugh left the island on April 
14, and by May, he had made it back 
home to serve as a drill instructor on 
Parris Island, where he’d remain for the 
war’s fi nal months. He’d return to Ohio, 
marry, have a son and, in 1986, retire 
to Levy County with his second wife, 
Katie, who passed away in 2008.
 He’s found a home in the Gaines-
ville organization the Iwo Trio, a group 
open to all veterans and military sup-
porters but that has six members who 
served on the island during the war.
 “I feel a camaraderie there that pre-
vails among men who were in combat to-
gether — not exactly foxhole to foxhole, 
but in the same battle,” said Bob Gasche, 

a friend of Shipbaugh’s and one of the three Iwo veterans who 
founded the group. “It gives us a sense of belonging, a sense of 
friendship; it just builds a relationship that doesn’t come about 
in normal circumstances.”
 On the back of his honorable discharge certifi cate, Ship-
baugh’s fortunes from the war are revealed: “Wounds received 
in service: —None—.” He said he doesn’t know exactly what 
pushed him through, but he does have an idea.
 “I’ll tell you what I think: I think the Lord had other things 
for me to do, really and truly,” he said. “I was no hero. The 
heroes are still there.” s

Shipbaugh’s certifi cate of honorable discharge from the Marines.
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